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Encouragement
from God's Word
Jesus, Our High Priest

Likely when we think of the phrase “high priest,” our
imaginations are filled with an ancient world that feels
foreign and unknown. Our world feels so far removed
from the Old Testament Levitical system of priests,
animal sacrifices, and rituals. So when Jesus is called our
High Priest over and over again in the book of Hebrews,
we may struggle to see the relevance. What does that
have to do with my life, my problems, and my
circumstances? According to Hebrews, the answer is
everything. 

1.Mon.--Read and Pray Together
2.Tues.--Read, Pray, Ask Questions,

and Discuss
3.Wed.--Read, Pray, and Think

about how to Apply
4.Thurs.-Sat.--Repeat steps 1-3 with

New Passage
5.  Sunday--Pray and Reflect on

What was Learned in Worship
and Class

Devo Plan

Mon, Tues, Wed.: 
Hebrews 4:11-16 Each Night
Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 
Hebrews 5:1-10 Each Night

Scripture Plan: Read
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Discussion Questions
Hebrews 4:11-16

Discussion #1: How is the word of God like a sword?
How should we let the word affect us and change us?

Discussion #2: Why is it important that Jesus can
sympathize with our weakness? How does this affect
our prayer life? 

Discussion #3: How do we come before God in
confidence? What kind of times of need do you think
the writer is describing? Reflect on some needs you
have that you could bring to God.

Hebrews 5:1-10

Discussion #1: What do we learn about Jesus in this
passage? How does this help us in our walk of faith?

Discussion #2: How did Jesus learn obedience? What
would it look like in our lives to learn obedience?

Discussion #3: In what way did God answer the
prayers of Jesus? How does this change how we think
about our own prayers?

To obey what  God says, this
upcoming week I will...

I will share what I learned with...

Apply and Obey

Lord, Thank You--for
appointing your Son as our
great High Priest. 

Lord, We Praise You-for your
wisdom and compassion in
your plan to give us Jesus as
our Savior

Lord, Help Us-to learn
obedience, depend on you,
and trust in Jesus. 

Prayer Points
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"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates." --Deuteronomy 6:4-9

           We need Jesus as our High Priest because we need someone to deal with our sin and help us
atone for our wrongdoings. We may want to ignore or forget our guilt. Our modern world balks at
the very concept of sin. And yet, this is a universal problem that must be addressed. And we need
someone to be merciful and faithful with us. We need someone to understand our sin and our
weakness but also to have the ability to help us. Jesus is our answer here:

“Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”
(Hebrews 2:17).
Jesus is our High Priest but also our brother. This enables him to deal both faithfully and gently with
us as he offers us a way of hope for our sinful hearts. Jesus is not unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but he is also without sin (Hebrews 4:15). We need him to be both. We need someone
who has triumphed over temptation but still understands what we experience as humans. 
           We need Jesus as our High Priest because he is appointed by God. Many claim to help us
with the troubles of life. Our world has many high priests claiming to be able to fix our problems
through entertainment, self-fulfillment, or other forms of false absolution. Yet, Jesus is the only one
appointed by God in his great wisdom to fulfill the needs of our souls:

 “So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said
to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you” (Hebrews 5:5).
Christ is the beloved and trusted Son specifically appointed for the work of High Priest. He is the
perfect one for the job and meets the needs of our hearts.
           We need Jesus as our High Priest because we need someone to go before God on our behalf.
We need someone to be with us, to plead for us, to pray for us with consistency. We don’t need
limited, temporal priests. We need an eternal priest Jesus. Jesus is the better High Priest because he
always lives and works for us:
“The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing
in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently, he
is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to
make intercession for them.”

 



"Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates." --Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Even when everyone else fails us or forsakes us, Jesus is always there to pray for us, to lift our
names before the throne of the Father, and to save us. He never tires or grows weary. He never is
burdened by our need. He doesn’t get exhausted by our weakness. This work is what he lives for
and he lives in eternity as our High Priest. He is able to save fully, completely, and totally and give
us assurance in our deepest need. 
 Praise be to God for a High Priest who is merciful, faithful, sympathetic, appointed, and eternal. We
have an advocate forever in Christ who will never fail us, never lie to us, and always be exactly what
we need. He is our king, our brother, and our great High Priest. Let us then hold on to him as our
hope and boldly draw near to God through him. 


